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Whoa, that is quite the question, isn’t it? But it is a fair 
question to ask, after all we do it every year! 5 years ago, 
the way we did this was to put on a flashy program with big 
set designs, skits, and to recruit some poor volunteer to 
wear a panda costume>And for a season, this was 
effective! 
 
However, in today’s culture not every parent is bringing 
their kid to church, thus we need to find a way to bring the 
program to the kids in their own backyard! (Literally) For 
the last 4 years, we have done this through trained student 
missionaries that have gone from backyard to backyard to 
engage with kids through games, songs, and stories about 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Backyard VBS clubs have 
proven effective as many kids are brought from their 
neighborhoods to hear the gospel. 
 
This summer, we are excited to do this again and YOU are 
invited to help make this happen! For this ministry to be 
effective, we need families who are willing to donate their 
backyard for a week at a time and help spread the word 
about backyard VBS to neighbors and friends. Our trained 

students will handle the fun and lessons, we just need a 
place to host. A club lasts Monday through Thursday with 
the option to either be in the morning or in the afternoon. A 
signup sheet will be available at the welcome desk with a 
list of expectations. If you have further questions, please 
feel free to contact myself for more information. We are 
happy to be as flexible as we can to make this club 
happen. 
 
Help us change the world one student and backyard at a 
time!                                                            ~ Pastor Mike 

Unleashed:  Work as Worship 
 
We officially completed our first Unleashed Learning Community this April with a closing celebration! For seven months our 
group of seven members spent time integrating God’s truth into the workplaces and neighborhoods God has placed us in. In 
addition to God’s Word we read books like “Mission of God,” Wright, “Every Good Endeavor,” Keller, “Culture Making,” 
Crouch and “Why Cities Matter,” Um and Buzzard. We had a great time discussing important topics related to work like The 
Gospel and Mission, The Gospel and Vocation, Soul Care, The Gospel and Culture and the Gospel and the City. Equally 

valuable were videos and much discussion 
applying what we were learning to work and 
our neighborhoods. There were many take 
a ways including a fresh awareness that our 
job does not define our value, that all work 
done well can glorify God, all people have 
great value in God’s eyes and the 
importance of developing new strategies/
intentionality about building relationships 
with people still far from God. Plan on 
joining us for the next “Unleashed: Work as 
Worship” learning community.  

May 2017 

2017 Golf2017 Golf2017 Golf2017 Golf    

OutingOutingOutingOuting    

Saturday, June 3, 2017 at Silver Spring Country Club in Menomonee Falls 
 
The 2017 Golf Outing provides a day for Redeemer to gather for food, fun, and fellowship! It’s also an excellent opportunity for 
Redeemer to reach out to friends, coworkers, neighbors, and relatives by asking them to join us. We are looking for 72 players 
in total, and we’d like a good number of those to be non-Redeemer. So start asking around for a partner, or even build your 
own foursome/team. Please be in prayer about whom it is that God might want you to invite! The day starts with registration 
and free range balls (6:00-7:10 am). We will have an all players meeting at 
7:15 with golf to begin immediately after. Prize distribution, lunch buffet and 
the speaker to follow golf. 
 
The cost of $70 per person includes: 
• 18 holes of golf and cart (2 persons/cart) 
• Free practice range balls before tee off 
• Shotgun start with 4-man scramble format 
• Lunch buffet with speaker 
• Prizes! 
 
Sign-up will be at the Welcome Desk with all registrations and money 
collected by no later than Sunday, May 21st. If you have any questions 
contact Tim Smith (414-321-0839). 

How Can We Change the World through Backyard VBS? 



Redeemer 30 Bike Ride 
 
It’s time to dust off your bike and join us for our annual Redeemer Bike Ride 
on Saturday, June 10th. We will leave from the Redeemer parking lot at 8:00 
AM and bike to through Greenfield Park to the Steaming Cup in Downtown 
Waukesha for coffee, smoothies, and a light breakfast, if you choose. Feel 
free to invite friends or neighbors. 
 
For riders who want a shorter distance you can meet the group at Greenfield 
Park at 8:30 AM. The total round trip distance from Redeemer to Steaming 
Cup is 28 miles, and 16 miles from Greenfield Park. Sign up at the Welcome 
Deck starting May 7th. If questions please contact Roger Masarik 
(masarirl@aol.com). 

Spiritual Health Has to Be in the DNA of Jesus’ Church 

When Paul refers to the “church” as a 
“Body”, I think we fail to understand 
that it really is a living organism 
rather than an inert organization. And 
just like our physical bodies, you 
cannot transplant organs that do not 
match the DNA. The body reacts>
and reacts strongly! Not that 
churches should simply ignore being 
spiritually healthy in order to avoid an 
implosion, but being spiritually 
healthy means it has to be at a 
church’s core! 
 

What is at Redeemer’s 
“core”? 
 
Core Value #1- COMMUNITY: We 
value something more than groups 
that meet and run through prayer and 
Bible question checklists. Rather, we 
value smaller “communities” within 
the Body that truly reflect a genuine 
“brother’s keeper” mindset, are 
always thinking about how to include 
others and see themselves as the 
context for deep spiritual growth. 
 
Core Value #2- WORD: We value 
not simply an obligatory 
acknowledgement of the Bible, but an 
ardent embrace of the cover-to-cover 
story of the Scriptures as the final 
word on all that it teaches and the 
means by which the Spirit most 
pointedly breathes transformation 
into our lives. 
 
Core Value #3- RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GOD: We value a great deal 
more than a “conversion” to a settled, 
lifeless religiosity. Instead, we value 
“life” in Christ consisting of interactive 
prayer, character shaped out of a 
growing love for God and where the 
old “me” is being set aside for the 
new “me” that God intended all along. 
Core Value #4- MISSIONAL LIVING: 
We value something well beyond 
giving a certain percentage to 
professional missionaries to reach 
others. We value being personally 

engaged as “good neighbors” in our 
own city and neighborhoods, living 
out our love for God, investing in high
-impact efforts, going on the offensive 
to reach the unreached and the de-
churched. 
 
Core Value #5- WORSHIP: We will 
not be satisfied with a worship that 
consists of a few songs on Sunday 
morning. We value a worship that 
overflows from God’s work in 
progressively surrendered lives from 
Monday through Sunday, celebrating 
the power of the Cross and the utter 
magnitude of the Resurrection with 
an unbridled, joyous expression of 
praise!  
 
Redeemer Church is dedicated to 
Jesus as Lord of the Church. And 
here is where we must be ever-
vigilant: that must be its DNA. Any 
other foundation will not only not 
work, discipleship as a side 
component could be detrimental!  
 

~ Pastor Dave 

Organ transplants can be tricky. The 
body can reject a transplanted organ 
for a host of reasons, but a mismatch 
in the blood type can be downright 
dangerous! 
 
After years of pondering the topic of 
God’s church and why it exists and 
what kind of a church is pleasing to 
God, I have come to a few 
conclusions: 
 
Self-sufficient churches are the 
churches that receive the most 
scathing rebukes from Jesus (see 
Rev. 3:1-6, 14-22). 
Healthy churches, by contrast, are 
centered on Jesus, focused on His 
mission, and spend time listening and 
following the direction of the Spirit 
through prayer. 
You have to start with the foundation 
of being a healthy church. You 
cannot start with some other 
foundation and then tack spiritually 
maturity on as a side component. 
Like a transplant organ with a 
mismatched blood type, the body will 
reject it. 
 
A few examples: 
 
A church where my friend pastored 
started with a Seeker-Driven model 
and then tried to convert half-
heartedly to a spiritual formational 
model ended up losing some 
members. My friend was blamed and 
fired, and they went back to a Seeker
-Driven model>except the church 
then began to bleed members. It has 
yet to recover. 
 
This story was repeated in another 
church that started with a DNA of 
numbers and keeping everyone 
happy, but tried the half-hearted 
switch to spiritual formation. Yet, it 
failed to count the costs, went 
straight back to a Seeker-Driven 
focus, and lost over half its attenders 
and two-thirds of its budget. 
 

Congrega'onal 

Mee'ng 
 
Please join us at 6:00 PM on 
Sunday, May 21 for our semi-
annual business meeting.  
 
The purpose of this meeting is 
to receive ministry reports and 
for the election of our 2017-18 
ministry leaders. Please plan to 
attend and to participate, a 
quorum of members is required.  
 
Child care will be provided. 
Attendance by all members is 
encouraged. 

Your Student & Technology 
 
In our technological crazed culture, how do you as parents 
help your student to use it responsibly and how do you do that 
without “hovering” too close to them? In our time together 
we’ll wrestle with this and more as we help one another to be 
more effective disciples to our students. 
 

Fuse Parent Meeting 
 
When?   Sunday, June 4th,  
8:30-10:45  OR  1:30-3:45 
 
Where?   Room 106 at Redeemer 
 
Who?   Any parent with a student in  
5th-12th grade, just let me know you  
are coming via email at 
mike@redeemerefc.com. 
 
Snacks?   Yes, of course!  

Fuse Camp 
June 25-29, $260 
 
Open to Junior High students and current 5th graders.  
 
This Fuse Camp is sure to be the best yet! We’ll be 
spending the first few days camping in God’s creation 
then on the last day hanging at the Kalahari. This is 
the one summer camp you do not want to miss! 
 

Fuse Urban Project 
July 21-24 , $145 
 
Open to Senior high students and current 8th graders. 
 
We are launching a new summer trip this year! We’ll 
spend the weekend serving and staying at “City on a 
Hill” then from Sunday through Monday retreating 
away to the Dells for an overnight experience. 

Family Work Weekend 
 
This year the Family Work Weekend at Camp Awana (Fredonia, WI) will be May 19th-21st. It is a wonderful opportunity to 
“give back” to a local Christian Camp. We will be assisting camp staff in projects such as (but not limited to): cleaning cabins, 
yardwork and planting, chopping wood, prepping boats and lake inflatables, painting, repair projects.  
 
Cabin lodging and meals are provided, but a small donation per family is recommended. The weekend is also a great way to 
serve together as a family! If interested, contact Maureen Thoen (thoen@sthoen.com). 


